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1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new 
title is required that is clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims are directed. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 

this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 18 are rejected under 3 5 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ootsuka et al (US 
6,393,216) in view of Nakao et al (US 6,636,264) . 

With regard to claims 1, 3 and 4, Ootsuka et al 
discloses in Figs. 2-6, an electronic camera that comprises 
the body including a lens barrel (camera body 2 0 and taking 
lens unit 21, col. 6, lines 19-21), user selection device 
affixed to the lens barrel (switch button 27 is affixed to 
lens barrel 21, col. 52-56), and depression sensor (switch 
button 27 corresponding to Spv switch provide control 
signals to microcomputer 1; where microcomputer 1 controls 
displaying of a preview image on LCD 47, col. 10, lines 22- 
26) , except for the two-axis user selection device, 
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horizontal displacement sensor and vertical displacement 
sensor. 

Ootsuka et al discloses the same subject matter 
does not explicitly disclose any two-axis user selection 
device horizontal displacement sensor and vertical 
displacement sensor. However, Nakao et al teaches using a 
combination of cross key 46 (an upper/lower key and a 
right/left key) and execution key 48 that is used to 
control camera operations, col. 3, lines 39-44 and col. 4, 
lines 33-51) . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the button switch 2 7 of Ootsuka et al as the 
same fashion of cross key 46 and execution key 48 as 
disclosed by Nakao in order to obtain a two-axis user 
selection device displaceable along axes and movable in 
direction toward the lens barrel by pressing arrow marks or 
button, affixed on lens barrel 21. This is because the 
modification of the Ootsuka switch would allow a user to 
control camera operations without taking eyes off 
viewfinder 28 and thereby to improve the camera efficiency. 

In the combination of Ootsuka et al in view of Nakao 
et al, a horizontal displacement sensor and vertical 
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displacement sensor is inherently in the keys because the 
sensors are used to detect displacements of keys in 
different directions and generate detecting signals to a 
control unit that controls LCD 47. 
With regard to claims 3 and 4 

With regard to claim 2, Ootsuka in view of Nakao et al 
discloses the same subject matter discussed with respect to 
claim 1, except for the finger joystick. 

Ootsuka et al in view of Nakao et al does not 
explicitly discloses any a finger joystick, four-way rocket 
switches or rocker switches. However, Official Notice is 
taken that a finger joystick is used to control camera 
operations . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to replace the key switches of Ootsuka et al in view 
of Nakao et al with the finger joystick so as to control 
camera operation on LCD 47 because the replacement with a 
finger joystick would allow a user to control the switches 
without taking the finger off the switches and thereby to 
make camera operation controls easily and improve the 
versatility of the camera. 
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With regard to claim 5, Ootsuka and Nakao et al does 
not explicitly disclose any sensors comprising 
potentiometers. However, Official Notice is taken that a 
horizontal and vertical displacement sensors comprises 
potentiometers used to detect movements of a switch. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to replace the detectors of Ootsuka et al and Nakao et 
al with potentiometers so as to obtain a horizontal and 
vertical displacement sensors comprising potentiometers. 
This is because the potentiometers detecting movement of a 
switch by using resistance value, where it is less 
expensive and simpler to manufacture. 

With regard to claim 6, furthermore, Ootsuka et al 
discloses button switch 27 is located at a region contacted 
by a user while holding the camera body and the lens 
barrel . 

With regard to claim 18, method claim 18 corresponds 
to apparatus claim 1 and is analyzed the same as discussed 
with respect to apparatus claim 1. 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 



lift] 
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Paff et al discloses an controller including two-ways 
control switches. 

Anderson discloses an electronic camera thatincludes 
four-ways control button. 

Bean discloses an digital camera that includes a 
control operation performed on a lens cap. 



4. Claims 7, 8, 19 and 20 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims . 



5. Claims 9-17 are allowed. 

The prior art of record fails to suggest or disclose 
an imaging capturing device comprising lens ring rotatably 
mounted onto the lens barrel a two-axis user selection 
device affixed to the lens ring; wherein the lens ring is 
capable of being rotationally positioned by a user. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN 
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HO whose telephone number is (703) 305-4943. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew 
Christensen, can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed 
to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4700. 




Primary Examiner 
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